AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



1-47. (Canceled) 

48. (Currently Amended) A content distribution management system for circulating a 
content via a network that includes a plurality of communication terminal devices operable to 
exchange the content on the network, a distribution management device operable to perform 
copyright management of the content and payment management concerning usage of the content, 
and a communication exchange device operable to provide information regarding the circulation 
of the content to the communication terminal device, the system comprising: 
at least one communication terminal device that includes: 
a content receiving unit operable to receive a content from another 
conmiunication terminal device, the content being one of an un-circulated content which 
has not yet been circulated and a circulated content which has been circulated; 

a--p-H-3-fe-k tsc rcqucstinu unit a content acquisition processing unit operable to send, 
to said distribution management device, purchase requesting information for requesting 
purchase of the received content; 

a - righte mformation r e c e iving unit a content storage processing unit operable to 
receive, from the distribution management device, rights information for enabling, under 
a certain rule, usage of the content which is requested to be purchased; 

a:-s©aFch r e qu esting unit said content acquisition processing unit also being 
operable to send information regarding a search to the communication exchange device, 
receive result information regarding a predetermined search item from the 
communication exchange device, and specify a content and a communication terminal 
device which is a distributor of the content based on the received result information; and 
a"d i stF i butk»H"r - eque s ting undt _ operable to send, to the specified communication terminal device 
which is the distributor of the content, information for requesting the sending of the specified 
content; 

a-6eB-t^ftt-H:sage--^«vi4 -said content storage processing unit also being operable to 

use the content which is requested to be purchased according to the rights information 
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received by the rights information receiving unit; and a rule sending unit operable to 
send, to the distribution management device, a rule registration request for requesting 
registration of a usage rule of one of the un-circulated content and the circulated content, 
which is to be distributed; and 

a redistributing sending unit operable to send the content received by the content 
receiving unit to another communication terminal device, 

wherein the search requesting unit said content acquisition processing unit is 
operable to send a search condition to the communication exchange device, receive a 
predetermined search list from the communication exchange device, weight an attribute 
information indicating a characteristic of each of the content which is attached to the 
received search list, compare the content based on the attribute information, and specify a 
most weighted content and a communication terminal device which is a distributor of the 
most weighted content, and w h e r e in th e distribution r e qu e sting unit is operable to specify 
one of said communication terminal device that requests the sending of content and said 
another communication terminal device as a destination of the specified content, and send 
the requesting information to the specified communication terminal device, and 

wherein the-content usage unit said content storage processing unit further 
includes a usage request processing unit operable to send usage requesting information 
for requesting usage of a purchased content to the distribution management device, and 
receive usage licensing information for licensing the usage fi-om the distribution 
management device, and the content using unit said content storage processing unit is 
operable to use the content based on the usage licensing information; 

the communication exchange device includes: 

a search responding unit operable to receive the information regarding the search 
from ^ie-a_communication terminal device, determine the result information regarding 
the search based on the received information, and send the result information to the 
communication terminal device sending the information regarding the search; and 

the distribution management device includes: 

a memory unit operable to store information regarding copyright management 
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information and payment management information such that the copyright management 
information and the payment management information are associated with individual 
content, the copyright management information including a number of rights representing 
how many times the content is usable under a certain rule, and the payment management 
information including payment information indicating one of a payment amount for each 
of the rights that are purchased and information indicating that the rights are not 
purchased; 

a rights information sending unit operable to specify rights information according 
to one of the purchase requesting information received by the communication terminal 
device and the copyright management information that is specified based on the rule 
registration request, and send the specified rights information to a predetermined 
communication terminal device; and 

a payment management processing unit operable to update the copyright 
management information and the payment management information based on one of the 
purchase requesting information and the rule registration request, 

wherein sa:i4- the u pdating is performed by decreasing, by a number of rights 
which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit regarding the content 
for which the purchase requesting information is sent, and registering, in the memory 
unit, payment information indicating the number of the rights which are purchased and 
the information indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content 
which is purchased according to the purchase requesting information, and the purchase 
requesting information is received from the communication terminal device, and 

said -the u pdating is performed by updating the payment information in the 
memory unit regarding the content for which the rule registration request is sent, from the 
information indicating that the rights are not purchased, to the payment amount for each 
of the rights, when the rule regisfration request is received from the communication 
terminal device. 

(Currently Amended) A distribution management device used in a content distribution 
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management system operable to circulate a content via a network, said content distribution 
management system including a plurality of communication terminal devices operable to 
exchange the content on the network, a distribution management device operable to perform 
copyright management of the content and payment management concerning usage of the content, 
and a communication exchange device operable to provide information regarding the circulation 
of the content to the contmiunication terminal device, the distribution management device 
comprising: 

a memory unit operable to store copyright management information and payment 
management information such that the copyright management information and the payment 
management information are associated with individual content, the copyright management 
information including a number of rights representing how many times the content is usable 
under a certain rule, and the payment management information including payment information 
indicating one of a payment amount for each of the rights that the rights are purchased and 
information indicating when rights are not purchased; 

a rights information sending unit operable to specify rights information according to one 
of purchase requesting information received by the communication terminal device and the 
copyright management information that is specified based on a rule registration request, and send 
the specified rights information to a predetermined communication terminal device; and 

a payment management processing unit operable to update the copyright management 
information and the payment management information based on one of the purchase requesting 
information and the rule registration request, 

wherein ^a4d -the u pdating is performed by decreasing, by a number of rights which are 
purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit regarding the content for which the 
purchase requesting information is sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment 
information indicating the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content which is purchased 
according to the purchase requesting information, and the purchase requesting information is 
received from the communication terminal device, and 

said -the u pdating is performed by updating the payment information in the memory unit 
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regarding the content for which the rule registration request is sent, from the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, to the payment amount for each of the rights, when 
the rule registration request is received from the communication terminal device. 

50. (Currently Amended) A communication terminal device used in a content distribution 
management system operable to circulate a content via a network, said content distribution 
management system including a plurality of the communication terminal devices operable to 
exchange the content on the network, a distribution management device operable to perform 
copyright management of the content and payment management concerning usage of the content, 
and a communication exchange device operable to provide information regarding the circulation 
of the content to the communication terminal device, the communication terminal device 
comprising: 

a content receiving unit operable to receive a content from another communication 
terminal device, the content being one of an un-circulated content which has not yet been 
circulated and a circulated content which has been circulated; 

a purchas e reqiie s ti ng uni t a .gontgn t a^^ to send 

purchase requesting information for requesting purchase of the received content to the 
distribution management device; 

a rights information rocoiving unit a content storage processing unit operable to receive, 
from the distribution management device, rights information for enabling, under a certain rule, 
usage of the content w hich is requested to be purchased; 

a search rcquesdng unit said content acquisition processing unit also being operable to 

send information regarding a search to, the communication exchange device, receive result 

information regarding a predetermined search item from the communication exchange device, 

and specify a content and a communication terminal device which is a distributor of the content 

based on the received result information; and a-distHbu:tieH--Fe-qHe-stiHg--fflik--operable to send, to 

the specified communication terminal device which is the distributor of the content, requesting 

information for requesting the sending of the specified content; 

a - 6eHt -e a4 - usago unit said content storage processing unit operable to use the content 
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which is requested to be purchased according to the rights information received by the rights 
information receiving unit; and a rule sending unit operable to send, to the distribution 
management device, a rule registration request for requesting registration of a usage rule of one 
of the un-circulated content and the circulated content which is to be distributed; and 

a redistributing sending u nit operable to send the content received by the content 
receiving unit to another communication terminal device, 

wherein-fee search requesting unit said content acquisition processing unit is operable to 
send a search condition to the communication exchange device, receive a predetermined search 
list from the communication exchange device, weight an attribute information indicating a 
characteristic of each of the content which is attached to the received search list, compare the 
content based on the attribute information, and specify a most weighted content and a 
communication terminal device which is a distributor of the most weighted content, and 

wherein th e distribution requesting unit said content acquisition processing unit is 
operable to specify one of a communication terminal device making the request to send content 
and another commimication terminal device as a destination of the specified content, and send 
the sending requesting information to the specified device, and the content using unit further 
includes a usage request processing unit operable to send usage requesting information for 
requesting usage of a purchased content to the distribution management device, and receive 
usage licensing information for licensing the usage from the distribution management device, 
and the content using unit is operable to use the content based on the usage licensing 
information. 

5 1 . (Currently Amended) A content distribution management method for managing 

distribution of a content, the method being used in a content distribution management system for 

circulating the content via a network, and said content distribution management system including 

a plurality of communication terminal devices operable to exchange the content on the network, 

a distribution management device operable to perform copyright management of the content and 

payment management concerning usage of the content, and a communication exchange device 

operable to provide information regarding the circulation of the content to the communication 
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terminal device, the distribution management device including a memory unit operable to store 
copyright management information and payment management information such that the 
cop5^ight management information and payment management information are associated with 
individual content, the copyright management information including a number of rights 
representing how many times the content is usable under a certain rule, and the information 
regarding the payment management including payment information indicating one of a payment 
amount for each of the rights that the rights that are purchased and information indicating that 
the rights are not purchased, the method comprising: 

by the-a_communication terminal device: 

receiving a first content fi-o m-aaother eoHMTtunieation temiiHal device , the content 

being one of a un-circulated content which has not yet been circulated and a circulated 

content which has been circulated; 

sending purchase requesting information for requesting purchase of the r e ceived 

first content received, the purchase requesting information being sent t o the distribution 

management device; 

receiving, from the distribution management device, rights information for 

enabling, under a certain rule, usage of the first content which is requested to be 

purchased; 

sending information regarding a search to the communication exchange device, 
receiving result information regarding a predetermined search item from the 

communication exchange device, and specifying a second..content and a communication 
terminal device which is a distributor of the second content based on the received result 
information; and 

sending, to the specified communication terminal device which is the distributor 
of the content, requesting information for requesting sending of the specified second 
content; 

using the first content which is requested to be purchased according to the rights 
information received in the receiving of the rights information; 

sending, to the distribution management device, a rule registration request for 
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requesting registration of a usage rule of one of tbe-an un-circulated content and fee-a 
circulated content, which is to be distributed; and 

sending the first content received in the receiving of the first content to another 
communication terminal device, 

wherein the sending of the information regarding the search, the receiving of the 
result information, and the specifying the second content and the distributor of the second 
content are performed by sending a search condition to the communication exchange 
device, receiving a predetermined search list from the communication exchange device, 
weighting an attribute information indicating a characteristic of each of the content which 
is attached to the received search list, comparing the content based on the attribute 
information, and specifying a most weighted content and a commiinication terminal 
device which is a distributor of the most weighted content, and 

wherein the sending of the requesting information is performed by specifying one 
of a communication terminal device making the request and a ^ ^ielher a co m m u n i c ation 
terminal device as a destination of the specified content, and sending the requesting 
information to the specified communication terminal device, and the using of the first 
content further includes sending usage requesting information for requesting usage of a 
purchased first content to the distribution management device, receiving usage licensing 
information for licensing the usage from the distribution management device, and using 
the first content based on the usage licensing information; 

by the communication exchange device: 

receiving the information regarding the search from the communication terminal 
device, making the result information regarding the search based on the received 
information, and sending the result information to the communication terminal device 
that is the sender of the information regarding the search; and 

by the distribution management device: 

specifying rights information according to one of the purchase requesting 
information received by the communication terminal device and the copyright 
management information that is specified based on the rule registration request, and 
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sending the specified rights information to a predetermined communication terminal 
device; and 

updating the copyright management information and the payment management 
information based on one of the purchase requesting information and the rule registration 
request, 

wherein said-the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of rights 
which are purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit regarding the first 
content for which the purchase requesting information is sent, and registering, in the 
memory unit, payment information indicating the number of the rights which are 
purchased and the information indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the 
purchased first content which is purchased according to the purchase requesting 
information, and the purchase requesting information is received from the 
communication terminal device, and 

said-the updating is performed by updating the payment information in the 
memory unit regarding the first content for which the rule registration request is sent, 
from the information indicating that the rights are not purchased, to the payment amount 
for each of the rights, when the rule registration request is received from the 
communication terminal device. 

52. (Currently Amended) A distribution management method for managing distribution, 

the method being used in a distribution management device in a content distribution management 

system for circulating a content via a network, said content distribution management system 

including a plurality of communication terminal devices operable to exchange the content on the 

network, the distribution management device operable to perform copyright management of the 

content and payment management concerning usage of the content, and a communication 

exchange device operable to provide information regarding the circulation of the content to the 

communication terminal device, the distribution management device including a memory unit 

operable to store copyright management information and payment management information such 

that the copyright management information and the payment management information are 
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associated with individual content, the copyright management information including a number of 
rights representing how many times the content is usable under a certain rule, and the payment 
management information including payment information indicating one of a payment amount for 
each of the rights that the rights indicated by the number of the rights are purchased and 
information indicating that the rights are not purchased, the method comprising: 
by the distribution management device: 

specifying rights information according to one of purchase requesting information 
received by the communication terminal device and the copyright management information that 
is specified based on a rule registration request, and sending the specified rights information to a 
predetermined communication terminal device; and 

updating the information regarding the copyright management information and the 
payment management information based on one of the purchase requesting information and the 
rule registration request, 

wherein said-the updating is performed by decreasing, by a number of rights which are 
purchased, the number of the rights in the memory unit regarding the content for which the 
purchase requesting information is sent, and registering, in the memory unit, payment 
information indicating the number of the rights which are purchased and the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, when the purchased content which is purchased 
according to the purchase requesting information, and the purchase requesting information is 
received from the communication terminal device, and 

saM -the updating is performed by updating the payment information in the memory unit 
regarding the content for which the rule registration request is sent, from the information 
indicating that the rights are not purchased, to the payment amount for each of the rights, when 
the rule regisfration request is received from the communication terminal device. 



11 



